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Reuben, our latest arrival.

Editorial
The editorial for the November always seems strange to me because it covers such a long period of time from June to November - and includes the Summer holidays.
I am sure many of you think that nothing much happens during the Summer because there is no riding,
when in fact the Summer is our key time for any large project we have to do. This year we decided to
replace the fencing along the Circular Ride. It was put up some 30 years ago and was in need of some
serious TLC in places. However, before we could put up the new fence, we had first to get rid of the old
one. A local company had offered a large group of volunteers for a few days to help clear the old fence
which we were delighted with as it would save us the expense of employing contractors. Unfortunately,
things did not go according to plan and I had to put out an emergency appeal for help from our own
volunteers. They came up trumps as usual and, along with some new friends from Unilever and
Bedfordshire One Stop Shops, cleared all 250 metres of nettles, brambles and small trees in less than two
weeks - by hand! It was hot, hard work resulting in lots of scratches and stings. Some volunteers came for
a day or two; some came nearly every day. We are so lucky to have such wonderful people on our team.
I think I must give particular thanks to Andy who not only gave so generously of his time, but also let us
use his Land Rover to pull up the fence posts and wire, some of which would have required a lot of
digging! Together with my long suffering husband, John, they made a formidable team!
Then the fencers moved in. They started at 7.30 a m each morning and worked right through to late
afternoon. The new fence was completed in just eight days! If you need any kind of fencing done we
would thoroughly recommend S.G. Fencing.
We had also planned to replace the surface in the Indoor School with something a little easier on the
joints, human and equine. Unfortunately, the people who make the surface material decided to move their
premises during the Summer and have since had problems with their machinery. We hope to get the work
done at Christmas or possibly next term!
Jan (Chairman/ Editor)

Our New Honorary Life President
At the last AGM we discussed what an outstanding contribution to the Centre had been made by Mr Derek
Woods, a former volunteer. He is a private individual who has contributed in excess of £20,000 over the
last decade. We decided to do something that we have never done before which was to confer an honorary
life presidency. So, congratulations to Derek, our first Honorary Life President. Many thanks for your
wonderful donations and may our association continue for many years to come.

Ponies, New and Old
I am sure everybody is aware how difficult it has been to find the right horse and ponies for our Centre?
Our searching was finally rewarded in June with the arrival of Lolly. She is 15.1 h.h, piebald cob mare who
was born in 2005. She has a delightful laid-back temperament and is already a valued member of our team.
She was purchased from a fund set up in memory of Esme Blore-Rimmer who sadly died in August 2013,
aged just 18. We are very grateful to Esme’s family for thinking of us at such a difficult time.
Then, just like buses, along came another one. Reuben was gifted to us by his owner who was very sad at
not being able to keep him herself but very happy that he has such a good home. He is a 14.2 h.h. cob, born
in 2006. His colour is described as bay but with his white stockings and white tail he really is very pretty!
He has proved to be very good with our riders but is cheeky with the older horses in the field. He behaves
like a particularly irritating teenager and is very bossy with the girls! Hopefully, he will grow out of it, as
teenagers eventually do!
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Sharon Blore-Rimmer met Lolly and it was love at first sight!
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Heidi loves Lolly too!
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Ponies, New and Old (contd).
Unfortunately, our happiness in having a full set of ponies was short-lived. On Wednesday 29th October,
Chunky was found lying in the field in obvious distress. The grooms managed to get him to his feet and
bring him into the stables. The vet was called and diagnosed Sycamore Atypical Myopathy. This is
poisoning as a result of eating sycamore seeds and has become worryingly common over the last three
years. Chunky was in great pain despite being given large doses of painkillers. The vet thought he might
last a few more days but a horse of his age was unlikely to recover, especially as he already suffered
from liver damage. It was decided that the kindest thing we could do was to put him to sleep straight
away.
Chunky had been with us for nearly 10 years and was a firm favourite with many riders and volunteers.
He was quite a character and nothing that us humans did surprised him. He had great tolerance and
patience with all of us. He will be greatly missed.

Ann with Chunky in happier times.
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Behind the Scenes: George & Billy by Pauline Evans
Q: A farrier is concerned with which type of work? A: Equine hoof care, including shoeing horses.
Formerly called a blacksmith - both George and Billy (G&B) have ‘blacksmith’ on their marriage
certificates. The Worshipful Company of Farriers attained their status centuries ago. G&B are
practitioners of a still flourishing ancient craft.
On Friday 15 August 2014 I rendezvoused with Margaret to meet G&B, our farriers, to watch them
working, and to talk to them about their work. It may have been my notebook and pen, but G&B thought
I was a reporter. Billy said had he known about the interview he would have had his hair done: he wears a
cap. Later on, whilst tending to Bonny’s hooves, George asked, “What’s this going to be in then, me
duck?” I replied, “Our newsletter”. It was only after telling him which newsletter, George realised I was
with The Centre not The Press.
G&B have been coming for 40 years, since 1974. There was no building then - it was constructed in 1979
- and they shod the ponies in a field.
G&B visit every six weeks in the summer and every seven in the winter, when hooves grow less. The
same treatment is given each time: to reduce the overgrowth of the wall to its natural length and trim any
ragged pieces from the outer hoof and sole, which grow down, rather like our finger nails. If the foot gets
too long the toe turns up and the pony will stumble.
Huggy, Storm and Lolly have front shoes. Bonny had front shoes put on this visit, as she hobbles on the
gravel. None have back shoes. There are several reasons why ponies may need shoes - how they walk or
a medical condition eg. arthritis. At one time G&B forged their own horseshoes; they now buy them.
The Procedure: check legs and feet for signs of injury or disease. If shod, remove shoe using the buffer,
shoeing hammer and pincers; heat up shoe in a forge; trim and rasp hooves appropriately, and inspect/
clean the delicate inside of the foot. Carry the hot shoe on a pritchel, hold it against the ground surface of
the foot for a moment – the burning of horn which results shows the extent to which the foot and shoe are
in contact. Fit the hot shoe against the hoof and check for size - adjust/re-forge if necessary to fit the foot;
immerse the shoe in cold water; nail shoe back into place; twist off and rasp smooth the nail ends that
penetrate the wall leaving a small piece projecting -clenches; lightly tap back the toe clips.
Over coffee and biscuits George said, “Put this down me duck…….” Flocks of ducks fly about when he is
around.
Please read to the end to discover what it was George told me to write down.
G&B are an experienced and interesting pair. They are also an entertaining double act, having
‘performed’ together for over 40 years, since Billy joined George as an apprentice. They now only work
together when they come to the Centre. The rest of the time they work on their own. George only works
in the mornings, as a hobby, “For a craic with the girls.” They interact like a long married couple,
contradicting and interrupting each other. In fact, they were married within half an hour of each other on
8 January 1977, which is also George’s birthday. He chose this date so that he would not forget his
anniversary.
Watching G&B at work is a sensory delight of:
• Sights - sturdy boots, leather aprons, horseshoes, an array of tools, tool boxes, anvil, hoof stand/tripod,
shoes glowing red in the forge, G&B engulfed by smoke as a hot shoe and hoof meet;
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Behind the Scenes: George & Billy by Pauline Evans (contd.)
• Sounds - rasp, ‘plink’, hammer thud, tap, clip, clatter, sizzle of a hot shoe doused in cold water;
• Smells - includes the pungent acrid smoke of a hot shoe being fitted.
According to George’s father, who was not a farrier, at The Front in the First World War, only the farriers
were louse-free because the smoke that enveloped them during this stage killed the lice.
GEORGE is 75. He was born and brought up on a local farm. He has been involved with horses his whole
life. He used to drive horses. He still hunts twice a week. He became a farrier because there were only
two in the area: Joe Underwood in Stagsden, and Ted Page, who was the ‘big’ farrier, in the Black Tom
part of Bedford. He was an apprentice to both. He took over from Ted Page when the latter retired.
BILLY is 57. He first shod a horse when he was 13 with Ted Page. He became an apprentice at 15, first to
Jimmy Guinea of Rushden, to John Ryan of Clophill, who died, then to Stuart Jacobs in London, and lastly
to George and his partner Gerald Morgan.
Finally, this is what George said, “The ponies’ feet are all in good condition, but the biscuits aren’t any
good this time: they’re not ‘posh’ enough.” At this, Margaret and I decided to “shoo” him away!

Bonny gets a pedicure!
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George and Storm disappear in a cloud of smoke!

8

Billy tends to Lollyʼs front shoes.
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Fun Day - August 9th
This year we decided to hold a competition similar to the Cross Country Challenge event that we usually
go to at Oaklands College, St Albans. We thought that if we held it at the Centre we would be able to use
all of the ponies and more of our riders would be able to take part. As it turned out, we did use all of the
ponies but the riders were the ones who usually go to Oaklands! Oh well, we tried!
On August 8th Liz, Cathy, Kirsty, Andy, Eileen and Pauline arrived at the Centre to set up the course.
This took most of the day as the equipment was well hidden all over our site and it took some time to
work out how the course was best laid out. All went well, despite Pauline getting a Glasgow kiss from
one of the poles, and everybody went home feeling that they were ready for the next day, while
murmuring a short prayer for good weather so that they didn’t have to move all the kit into the school in
the morning!
The next day was very pleasant and excited riders were soon arriving, along with lots of volunteers,
family and friends. The riders all completed the course and received a rosette and a bag of sweets at the
end of their round. (Many thanks to Victoria for the sweets.)
One rider had to change from Huggy to Lolly due to saddle problems, and Muscadeu and Storm were not
as brave as the others but got better as the day went on. (That blue teddy was pretty scary!) Otherwise,
everything went smoothly.
The riders were judged and given marks, as per the RDA events, and rosettes were awarded from 1st to
6th place. Charlotte Roomes won the second class with a high score and was deemed the best rider
overall. Well done to Charlotte and to the other riders who all tried very hard. Many thanks to all the
wonderful volunteers who worked so hard to make this special day possible.
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Having fun at the Fun Day! (1)
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Having fun at the Fun Day! (2)
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Charlotte D. opening the gate - one of the
obstacles in the Countryside Challenge.
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Fundraising
Sat 31 May Fire Station Open Day, Kempston. Toy Shop £52.75 profit approx.,Jewellery £12.50. Also
received £150 raised from Car Boot sale & Raffle as payment for horse handling training.
Sun 8 June Open farm, Stagsden. Bucket collection £1,239.04, Toy Shop takings £101.50, Pony
Rides £171.00, Jewellery £16.70, making a total profit of approximately £1,476.74. A fabulous
fundraising effort.
Many thanks to all who made it happen.
Sat 14 June Flitwick Carnival. Toy Shop took £61.69.
Sat 21 June ECC Open Afternoon. Total profit £1,173.75, after expenses. Well done to all volunteers
and friends who worked so hard to make the day a great success.
Sun 22 June Parklands Residents Association Open Gardens. The gate money is part of their
fundraising effort for the new arch, and will be added to the Christmas Carol collection. We also sold
some plants and books, These figures were added to the Open Day takings.
Sat 28 June All Saints’ Church Fete. ECC Notelets £13.50, Plants £15.00, Denise’s cards £8.00 & Toy
Shop items £16.35. Total £37.00 profit approx.
Sat 5 July Wootton Fun Day. Tombola & plants £82.10, Denise’s cards £7.00
Sun 13 July Bromham Show. Donations £7.50, Jewellery £14.00, ECC Notelets £18.00 (profit £8.00
approx.), Denise’s cards £14.00. Overall takings £43.50 after deduction of stall fee.
Sun 10th August St John’s Summer Fair at Moggerhanger. Decided not to go due to bad weather. Very
windy & stormy.
Sun 7th September
notelets took £13.50.

Biddenham Show. Toyshop took £46.00; jewellery workshop made £96.00;

19th Oct Apple Day at Bromham Mill - decided not to attend as stall fee increased to £25. Typically,
three volunteers would be working for the whole day for a profit of £50 - not “cost effective”.
25th October Coffee morning. At Church Hall, Church End, Kempston Rural. Refreshments, books,
cakes, toys, jewellery, pumpkins, tombola. Total takings of £254.40. Well done to all the volunteers who
made it happen.
25th Oct 1.30 - 4.00 Charity Bazaar at Bromham village hall Total takings of £78.60 profit for
tombola + £6.75 approx. profit for Christmas cards.

Christmas is Coming!
As part of our Christmas fundraising effort this year we have our own very special ECC calendars
and pens for sale. We also have packs of notelets and a few of last years Christmas cards. Please ask
your session organiser to show them to you.
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Forthcoming Events
Sat 15 November Christmas Fair at The White Horse, Newnham Avenue
22 November Quiz night All Saints’Church Hall Church End, Kempston Rural.
Fri 5 Dec & Sat 6 December Collection at Sainsbury’s, Fairfield Park, Clapham Road
Sat 6 December Biddenham Christmas Fair.
Wed 10 December Volunteers’ Christmas Dinner at The White Horse, Newnham Avenue. Please sign up
asap.

Term Dates for Bedfordshire Schools
Friday 19th December - Autumn Term ends.
Monday 5th January 2015 - Spring Term begins.
(Monday 5th January - Bedfordshire Schools Training Day)
Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February - Half-term.
Friday 27th March - Spring Term ends.
Monday 13th April - Summer term begins.
(Monday 13th April - Bedfordshire Schools Training Day)
Monday 25th May (B.H.) to Friday 29th May - Half-term.
Friday 17th July - Summer term ends.
Dates may vary according to session - please check with your Instructor.
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