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Gerard receiving his prize for the Hoop-La
from the Summer Fair, with his son Harry on Rupert.

(See centre pages for more on the Fair)
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Chairman’s Report 
As June started with Volunteer’s week, it is only right that I start this report by thanking 
all our volunteers.  The Centre wouldn’t be able to run without all your support, so thank 
you.  A special note of thanks must go to our wonderful gardeners.  The Sensory Ride 
looks and smells beautiful, and this is all down to their hard work. 

Shortly after the publication of our last newsletter, I was invited to Millbrook Golf Club, 
for the happy task of receiving a cheque for £4251.59.  The Centre was the club 
captain, Bill Barnes’s, chosen charity for 2015, and we are very grateful to Bill for 
choosing us, and for all the hard work that was involved in raising this amount of 
money. 

We were also lucky enough to receive £4,548.83 from the Hyperion Foundation, via R K 
Harrison Insurance, which was raised at their Charity Ball last year. We really have 
been very fortunate recently to receive such generous donations. 

In addition we received a cheque for £3,000 from Mrs Dicker, who has been a staunch 
supporter of the Centre for a number of years. We are extremely fortunate to have her 
continued interest. 

At this time of year, our Fundraising Group is working extremely hard attending various 
events to raise money for the Centre, and raise our profile.  I want to thank all the 
members of the group for their hard work at this busy time of year, and I would also like 
to thank everyone who has been supporting these events, particularly our Summer Fair, 
which was a great success.  

A particular mention must be made of our talented author Pauline Evans, who in 
addition to the articles she writes for this newsletter, has also now written a short story 
featuring some familiar characters.  

The little book has been illustrated by the equally talented Audrey Carruthers.  If you 
haven’t got a copy of “Going Home” yet, I thoroughly recommend it,  

As you may be aware, we are currently short of ponies.  Members of our Riding 
Committee have spent countless hours searching for potential ponies, including some 
long journeys to viewings.  It takes a very special pony to be an RDA pony, and 
unfortunately, those special ponies are proving very hard to find, so I must say thank 
you to them for all their hard work. 

I would like to finish this note with a thank you to the members of the Management 
Committee; Pearl, Allan, Ros and Jenny.  

Victoria 

Chairman
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Donations 

In addition to the donations mentioned above we have also 
received; 

• £150 from the Corsairs 

• £730 from Club 2000 

• £52.70 from Barbara Bellamy, proceeds from the sale of 
some of her paintings. 

• £150 from the Bedford Harriers 

• £100 from Pip Parker 

• £69.50 from Molly Canning 

• £50 from Mrs D Boorman

Tibbs Dementia Foundation Visit 

The Tibbs Dementia Foundation (TDF) is a local organisation for people with dementia and 
those who care for them.  TDF understands how they can easily become isolated and 
excluded, making their struggle so much harder.  People find it difficult to relate to them.  
TDF aims, through a variety of groups and activities, to “walk alongside” them and their 
carers, creating a genuinely dementia-friendly community. 

With this in mind, Sam arranged a visit to ECC during the Easter break for a group from TDF. 
On Tuesday 5th April, 22 people with dementia and their carers, plus five volunteers and a 
TDF staff member came to the Centre. They spent a happy morning having a guided tour, 
meeting and petting our ponies in their stables. 

The Tuesday morning team of volunteers very kindly came to help, with two stationed in 
each of the stables. They ensured our guests were safe whilst greeting the ponies, and told 
them about each one as they walked through the stable block.   They also manned the kettle 
afterwards, giving everybody a hot drink, which they drank in the gallery whilst chatting 
about ponies, the Centre and their visit.  After both guests and volunteers posed for pictures, 
the group had a stroll around our sensory garden. This was a well-received attraction. 

Everybody involved - the group, Sam and the Tuesday team - found it a successful occasion. 
The therapeutic nature of being around horses was evident. Sam would definitely like to 
repeat it.   

www.tibbsdementia.co.uk 
tibbs.dementia@hotmail.com 

Pauline Evans, May 2016 

(contd.) ➞

**********

http://www.tibbsdementia.co.uk
mailto:tibbs.dementia@hotmail.com
http://www.tibbsdementia.co.uk
mailto:tibbs.dementia@hotmail.com
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Ros, Huggy and Margaret with some of the Tibbs visitors

**********

We thought we would reproduce the Thank You letter from 
TDF (over page) in it’s entirety. It’s sentiments echo perfectly 
the way we feel about the Centre and it’s volunteers.
-Ed.

(contd.) ➞
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“The Bay Horse” by Kim Thompson. A bit of eye-candy for horse lovers!

Summer Fair 2016

Amazingly, 5th June dawned bright and warm, not too hot and not too cold. The perfect day for 
our Summer Fair!
Leading up to the Fair, our Fundraising Group and lots of volunteers and families had been 
working hard getting the stalls ready for the big day. On the day some of the ponies, the light 
coloured ones, had a bath and lots of people turned up to make sure they were thoroughly 
groomed and looking their best. 

Most of the people who had offered to run stalls turned up in plenty of time; we even had a few 
“spares” to cover unplanned absences. The only ‘person’ who forgot to come was the giant teddy 
due to be the prize for the Name the Bear competition. He will be residing on my sofa for another 
year but, hopefully will come to the Fair next year. Fortunately, Pauline was resourceful enough to 
obtain another bear from the Adopt-a-Cuddly stall and all was well. The young lady who won him 
certainly looked delighted with her prize, as did the boys who won the huge, yellow puffer fish!

I am sure you have all seen the results poster and know that we raised close to £1,000 at the 
Fair. This is a terrific amount for the Centre - it will buy the hay for the whole Winter - and we owe 
a huge ‘Thank You’ to all who took part. All of the many stalls made for a fun afternoon, but I 
would particularly like to say well done to Audrey, Sue and Maggie for their hard work on the 
Refreshments stall. £188.81 is a lot of cups of tea. And the Plant Stall had a brilliant result, raising 
£252.20. Well done to Margaret, Caroline and Jan B for selling the plants, and many thanks to 
the small army of gardeners who grew them for us.

The prize for the noisiest stall must surely go to the Hoopla! Who would have thought Hoopla 
could be such fun! Many thanks to Sharon, Karlo and Max for running the stall and for adding so 
much to the atmosphere of the fair with their enthusiasm.

**********

(contd.) ➞
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“Roll up, roll up!” calls Max. “Fun for all the family!”

Talking of prizes, the bottle of bubbly which was the prize for the Hoopla was won by Gerrard, 
the dad of a Tuesday night rider. He then very kindly donated it back to the Centre to help with 
more fundraising. The prize for the Target High game was won by Laurie, another dad of a 
rider. This prize was a mug full of sweeties.These were gone by the time Ben had finished his 
ride! I think it would be fair to say Laurie is a chocaholic, so just the right person to win this 
particular prize! The Guess the Weight of the Cake was won by Caroline Bambridge, one of 
our wonderful volunteers. I am sure her family were very happy to see her on Sunday night!

Finally, a big thank you to all who donated in some way to make the day such a success; 
some gave goods, some money and some their precious time. You are a great bunch of 
people and I am very proud of what we did together.
Jan

**********
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Club 2000 Donation

Club 2000 is a ladies' group that meets at Putnoe Heights Church, Bedford. As its 
name suggests, it was formed in the year 2000, when Townswomen Guilds finished 
and members decided to continue independently. 
There are approximately 80 Club members who enjoy a Speaker each month, along 
with rambles, activities, visits, etc.
Each year, the Committee chooses a charity to support and for 2015 - 2016 this was 
the Elisabeth Curtis Centre. During the year, two 'Charity Events' were arranged, the 
first of which was a themed Afternoon Tea to commemorate the 70th Anniversary of 
VE Day. Members enjoyed sandwiches, cakes and jelly with evaporated milk and 
were entertained by 'Masquarade,' who had the members singing the old, wartime 
songs!
The second event was a Bingo  evening with Fish 'n' Chip supper. The proceeds of 
these two charity events plus some profits from the monthly raffle raised the sum of 
£730.
At our AGM, Liz Riding was invited to accept the cheque from yours truly. Liz gave an 
informative and interesting talk about how riding for riders with disabilities started in 
Bromham, some forty years ago,compared to where we are at the present time.. 
Members asked questions about ECC, as various photos  were passed round for 
them to see. Liz also explained that ECC depends on such donations and that 
currently we were looking for new horses. She assured members that their donation 
would be put to good use! 
Liz stayed for the duration of the AGM and was able to speak to the members over a 
cup of tea!

Pearl Farr
MC, Fundraiser & CVPO

Liz receiving a very welcome 
cheque from Pearl.
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A Special Birthday

Most of you will know that we have a very special supporter in our Honorary President Derek 
Woods. He worked for us as a volunteer many years ago and has continued to support us very 
generously since he moved away. This July Derek will be 90. So from all of us at ECC,

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DEREK!

🎂
**********

Photographic Evidence!

People often ask if and how, does riding help our disabled riders. We had one of those 
moments one Tuesday evening which proved to all present that it certain does work! Ben has 
Global Development Delay and finds it hard to hold his body upright. He came to us aged 10, 
about four years ago. (Picture 1)This evening as he was riding passed the seating area, 
Victoria said to him, ”Come on, Ben.Hold your head up.” His Mum heard this and remarked 
“He can’t do that sitting in his buggy, let alone riding round on Bonny.” The next instant Ben 
sat up beautifully and stayed that way for nearly a whole circuit of the school. (Picture 2)   
Result!

Contributions to the Newsletter 

We always welcome articles and suggestions for the Newsletter, maybe you would like to 
share what you enjoy about coming to the Centre?  The Newsletter comes out in February, 
June and November, so if you could let me have any contributions by the middle of the 
preceding month.... 

Victoria

**********
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Picture 2Picture 1

Party Time !

Some of you may remember that in 2008 we had a 25th Birthday celebration at the Centre? This 
was based on the date when the Centre  was opened by HRH The Princess Royal in 1983. 
However, the Management Committee has decided that this is ignoring a large part of our history 
which needs to be remembered and celebrated.
 
Way back in 1975/6 people at the then Bromham Hospital started giving some of the patients rides 
around the grounds on two elderly ponies and a donkey. This proved very popular and was soon 
realised to have therapeutic potential. At some time during this period a seed was planted which 
very slowly grew into the Elisabeth Curtis Centre. If we work forward from 1976, this year is our 40th 
Anniversary and we need to celebrate it! 

We are hoping to have some sort of party in the Autumn term and our November Newsletter should 
contain lots of reminders from those early days. We would like to invite riders, families, carers and 
volunteers to share some of their thoughts and memories about the Centre by contributing to this 
Newsletter. It can be about a favourite pony, a funny incident, a funny person, how the Centre has 
helped you, what you think the Centre should be like in the future - anything you like! The more you 
write the more rounded will be our picture of 40 years of the Elisabeth Curtis Centre.

Please send all contributions to Jan, via the Tuesday night tray or ECC email. Pictures also 
welcomed. 

**********



Page �11

Fundraising

21 April ECC took part in Bromham VH celebration of Queen’s birthday at Bromham Mill. Takings 
Toy Shop (now “Donated goods”) £46.75; Quilt raffle £55; jewellery £57.60.

5 June, Sunday.  ECC Summer Fair. A great day out! Well done to all who made it 
happen. Total profit of £985.71, after expenses of £180 for pony ride insurance taken off. 
Most people felt we should continue with pony rides for PR value, despite cost of 
insurance..

19 June, Sunday. Open Farm at Browns of Stagsden.
Raised £62.90 on Plants, £117.75 on tombola, £89.05 on  jewellery & £166.55 on quilt 
raffle and sale. Total of £436.25.

      Forthcoming Events

• 25 June  All Saints Fair, Kempston Church End.  2.00 - 4.30 p.m
     ECC Trading stall (plants, quilt raffle & tombola). 
     Pearl, Jen & JT’s to attend.

• 9th July  Saturday  Wootton Fun Day. JT’s to attend. Taking quilt raffle, tombola & knitted 
goods.

• 10th July  Bromham Show. JT’s to attend. Taking quilt raffle.

• 14 August  St John’s, Moggerhanger Summer Fete.

• 11th September, Sunday Biddenham Show. 12.00 - 4.00.

• 22nd September (Thurs. eve.) Dressage competition for our riders. 

• 25th September Sunday. Countryside Challenge for our riders.
    

**********************
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Term Dates for Bedfordshire Schools 2016

Friday 22nd July - Summer Term ends.

Monday 5th September - Autumn Term begins.
(Friday 2nd Bedfordshire Schools Training Day)

Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October - Half-Term

Friday 16th December - Autumn Term ends.

Wednesday 4th January 2017 - Spring Term begins 
(Tuesday 3rd Bedfordshire Schools Training Day)

Dates may vary according to session - please check with your Instructor.
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